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Uncle Sam's Forest Rangers! 

THEME 

I guess we've all wondered from time to time what a 

young man thinks about as he prepares to take up arms 

for his country in Uncle Sam's fighting forces, Well, 
we've discovered what one man in particular thought about 
before he shoved off with a gun on his shoulder. He put 
it in the form of a letter to his local newspaper and, 
addressing his fellow~townsmen he said, quote, "It's up 
to you boys to do your best to see that our interests are 
protected while we are away, so we may return to our 
heritage of green forests, clear streams, and a fine 
abundance of game and fish as wé again resume our normal 
tives under our democratic ways of living," end of quote, 
There, surely is a grand young American with the love of 
his country's forests in his heart. We wish him speedy 
victory and a safe aruent to an American that will take 
care of its natural resources, And now, to the Pine 

Cone Ranger Station where on a February mid-morning we 
find Ranger Jim Robbins, his wife Bess, and his assistant 
Jerry Quick talking about Pete Ramey, one of Jim's former 
forest guards, who has just been reported missing in 


over seas action, oes Here they are. cog 
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(FADE IN) Yep, when I heard the newe down town lest 
night, Bess, it kinda popene eid, well... Tees Then 
(GENTLY) I know, Jim, Peter Ramey was one of the finest 
young men we've ever had here on the Forest, 

Aw now, wait, What d'ya mean, was? Just ‘cause Pete's 
been reported missing doesn't mean he's dead. He could 
be a prisoner of war, couldn't he? 

Yes, of course, Jerry, 

One of the finest young men and about the best doggoned 
forest guard I've ever had, And as keen a practical 
woodsman as anyone could hope for, Take those pine 
woods of his on his father's place, Planted ‘em when 
he was just a kid and nursed ‘em along 'til..... 

I've been thinking about Peter's father, Jam, He must 
be taking this terribly hard, And his mcther, too. She 
hasn't been very well lately, you know, | 

Yes; Bess, I've been thinkin' of old Jeff and Mrs. Ramey, 
too, And don't forget, there's Bobby, Pete's youngster, 
The kid'll feel it more'n anybody if his Dad don't come 
back home, 

Gee, that's right, Jim ... Pete's wife died when Bobby 
was born, didn't she? | 

Yes, Jerry. 

And now the kid's all alone, ‘'Cept his grandparents 

of course, Gosh, that's kinda tough, 
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Jim, you and Jeff Ramey are old friends. Don't you 
think you ought to go see him today? 

I,..f don't know, Bess, That is, I'm not sure anything 
I could say would help old Jeff right now. He and Pete 
were the kind of dad~and=-sen combination you read about 
and Jeff must be pretty hard hit. I reckon I'd better 
wait a while, (SOUND OF FOOTSTEPS OFF) Hmm, sounds 
Like someone's comin', | 

It's Mary, What's she doing here this time of day? 
CLOSES 
Mary! Aren't you teaching school today? 

(WORRIED) Hello everybody, 
Hello, Mary. 
Something's wrong, What is it, Mary? ... Here, sit down, 
end tell us what's worryin' you, 
You've heard about Peter Ramey? 
Yes.. We were just talkin' about him, Mary. 
Mary} There's more news? 


No, Not about Peter, But I rushed over here from . 


oayii 


school to tell you about his son, Bobbie, and about 
Peter's father, 


What's happened, Mary? 
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Well, Bobby came to school as usual this morning, but 
I eauld see he'd been crying,..but I Secided not to 
say anything as long as he seemed to be bearing up all 
right, And, for a seven-year old, I must say he was 
Going splendidly. 

I think you were right not to say anything, Mary. The 
ehild shouldn't be reminded abouty.c.o, 

You mentioned old Jeff, Mary, What about him? 

Well I missed Bobby during the morning recess. One of 
the children said she saw him go toward the wood shed 
so I went out there myself and there was Bobby back in 
the corner, crying as though his little heart was breaking. 
Go on, Mary. 

I tried to calm him by telling him his father was only 
missing and there was a good chance he'd be home again 
some day, but I found out that what the child was most 
worried about right then was his grandpa. 

Worried about Jeff? Why? 

It seems that when Bobby got up this morning his grandpa 
had already left the house, with en axe in his hand, 
according to Mre, Ramey. 


With an axe? What the dickens does that mean? 


5 ay ery aniston alas fowiau es f 
of ton Sehiceb I tud.. .yeyro er bed 8e8. Biuco I 
| fis cu gnixaed ed ot homese’ ef as gaol os gaififyos vse 


daw, of ysa. taum fT bio. Taey-neves a tot .AGA <origte 
a: : | oVibibaetga gn toh 
a el ‘oa <gaidd yas yee ov Son tagis ete HoOX Anis I 

| - yes eetode Bebataet oc t'abivote bildo 
mtd tuods tadW .yreM ,Tieb blo Besoldnem noY 

f Yoon .see0o% goinrom eri? gatiwh widow Sesaim I Ifsh 
va | bern boow sit biswot og eo wae oie bisa nerbilido ec 
2 ad ead yddod aaw etedd baa Test etedt tuo taew I of 
Botisenc asw vised ofsttt etd eee: pnlyto stoMT09 en 
| ‘ eytaM ,10 o® 
yéco caw tanta otf mit gifted yo mit miso of betas 1 
nisgs swot ed b’ed sonado bog s Baw ater? bas gntaate 
teom eaw Hbitdo oft tahw dant tuo bavot I tud ,~sh omoe 
.aqghnerg aif gaw nedd tngig tuoda hetzrov 

tus Ttteb tsseda belhiaot 


eqhbnatre eid sainiom ellt qu tog ywdoe setw tacit angs2 J: 


| baad aid at oxe om diiw ,eevod orld tefl ySeotls Bar! 
| | , s¥omel ,etM of gntbro9en 


fase tent aeob anewote offf tefW Foxe sa ate 


oo 


rHiG-E 


YRaRy, 


Page 6 


be MARY : Bobby said his grandpa hadn't even come back for 

ee breakfast and hisgrandma was crying and he begged me 

a to not let his grandpa go off some where and not come 

4, back, like his daddy aid.... 

5. JERRY: Gosh} 

6 BESS; Jin, you've got to do something. You've got to go over 
1 to the Ramey place right now. 

8. . MARY: I wish you would, Mr. Robbins, I-.turned Bobby over to 
9, another teacher and came right over here. But now I've 
10. got to go back to the school house, You'll see about 
mis Mri Ramey won't you, Mr. Robbins? 

Ta.) dill: Of course I will, Mary. You go on back and tell Bobby 
Ts. | everything's goin! to be all right, Mary.... Come on, Jerry, 
24, BESS: I'm going too, Jim, I'm thinking Mrs. Ramey needs 

15, some one (FADE) to look after her too, 


16, PAUSE: 


17. JERRY: (FADE IN) It sure was a good thing Mrs. Robbins came 


Ts. along, Jim. 

19. JIM: Yeah, Mrs, Ramey was mighty close to collapsing, I guess 
20.6 but Bess'1l take care of her all right, 

#1. JERRY: I couldn't make out who Mrs, Ramey was more worried about = 
Poe Pete or his father, 

e3e JIM: A combination of both, I'd say, Jerry, I gotta admit I'm 
alk, 


gettin' a bit concerned about Jeff, myself. Of course 


he's got a sizable place here and we haven't covered all 
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There wasn't a sign of him in the big pasture or in 
thoge north woods, either, Maybe we'd better get some 
more men and really scour those woods, huh, Jim? 

May have to, Jerry, but I wanta try just one more 

place first. 

here's that? 

That grove of pines up ahead, Jerry, | 

I get it. The pines that Pete planted... Say that's 
right, Jim, That'd be just the place the old man would 
head for if he was BEannen LO cea. SOc... | 
(GRUFFLY) If he was plannin' to what, Jerry? 

Aw now, don't get me wrong, Jin. But you gotta admit 
it looks kinda bad when a fellow like Pete's father,.. 
You know how fond he was of Pete...when he goes of early 
in the morning with nothin! but ein axe and doesn't show 
up for meals or anything,.. 

Cut it out, Jerry, Whatever Jeff thought, it wasn't 
what you're thinking, 


I sure hope you're right, Jim,.. Wait! What's that? 


20, SOUND OF AXE CFF, SUSTAIN 


; JI: 


a ea. 


Sounds like an axe to me, Jerry...Yep, there's old 
Jeff = see him over there, back in those pines, Jerry?... 
Old Jeff Ramey at the Light end of an axe, swingin! 


away Like mad, 
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Yeah, He's okay then... But look, Jim, those pines}? 
Man alive, he's ruining that pine grove. Cuttin’ all 
those young trees that Pete planted. 

I guess Jeff must be thinking they're Japs he's 
sockin' away at. (SERIOUS) But you're right, Jerry. 
He's in a frame of mind to do a lot of damage without 
realizing it.... I don't like to interfere with what a 
man does on his own place but I reckon we better say 


something to him, Jerry, (FADE) Come on, He sees us.... 


“11. FADE IN SOUND OF AXE, SUSTAIN CHOPPING THROUGH CONVERSATION 


12. JEFF: 


13. 


2°, JERRY: 
236 

eh, 
25, 


(WITH GRUNTS ~ TIRED) Seems to me, Jim, you could do 
better takin' care of your timber gales on the Pine Cone 
Forest inatead of takin' time to bother with an old man 
like me, There's a war on, and they’re needin’ timber 
bad. You oughta know that!.! 

Well, it seems to me, Jeff, you could be a mite more 
oolite with an old friend like me and chat a while without 
keepin' on swingin! away at those young pines. 
Pete..he....he wasn’t Bd old himself, and they cut him down, 
"pears like. | 
You mustn't believe Pete's gone, Mr, Ramey. You mustn't, 
Missing in action isn't the same as...as killed in 


action, 


(teemte seortd mrt aot ue nee mB 

VW Ete ‘gtd jeworg ente Nadit senda Sten evtia nex 

raps betnale ote@ tact edott gavoy seor? 

a'éf eqeb ex'yedt pardntdd ef Teum tol eseug I 

Yuiel ,tdyle ea'voy tue (GU0THBE) .ta@ Yawe ‘atolooe 

5 duorid tw oxémas to tol s ob of Saim To emnrt a at a'sh 

 'w tanw dttw ctotestat of et ¢m0b T ., «84 gntstise 

ae yse totted ew nodtoet I tud soalq awo ett no eeob nar 

Uys s nau. e908 eH ,mo emo0 (BGAN) .yrret mid of. gninvence 
, | oe Bel 


MOLTARALVAOD “wDUoRE onTasoH Wratete axa FO UOE MT SONG 
a of bios soy mth ,sm of ameee (QHALt = efuUAD HYIw) Tat a 
 “anod emt effd mo eefaa codni? wo to.sta0 ‘ntas? tevted 


nam bLO aa ote nxedtod ot emt? ‘atdast To Hastoni tesTo?. 
sadmst ‘gthesn et yard pas .m0 sew a seven? .om exli 

‘hd ans word ache wort bed 

exom atta s ad blues voy Mev ,om of emooe tf , [lew 

© Shodt iw eitdw s taco bas em oxXtf Basis? Blo ae cttw ettioo 
| | aenta gouoy esol! ts yews ‘utgadwe 10 ‘atceex 
[ott ni tuo Yend Bas VMoamid bio oe 3'nsav of... on, .0f69 
| vs oftf staeq' 
Pia at auc vox _.vomek oth .8noR ateted vetted t'ateum sox 
be ot Beftte en...e@e emes edt t*nat aotdos at yateeth 


| oftotdon 


rm 


Ee JEFFs 


i JIM: 


. §, JEFF s 


“AL. JIM: 


JEFF: 
JIM: 
a 


17. 

val 

Le. 

19, AXE SOUNDS OUT 
- 20, JEFF: 


‘1, JIM: 


Page 9 


They got my Pete, oneway or another, And I reckon 

this is about the only way I can get some solid licks 

py oe 

I understand, Jeff, They took your boy, And now you're 
taking Pete's pine trees...thie timber here that Pete 
planted himself and took care of through the years... 
You're cuttin’ it down figurin' that's the best way 

you van get even for whatever mighta happened to Pete, huh? 
Put it any way you like, Jim, I gotta do what I see 
right to do. 

Okay, Jeff. I guess we might as well go along, Jerry.... 
No, wait. I got just one more thing to say, Jeff. 

What you're doin’ here, cuttin’ all these young pines 
éown before their time..., 

Fete was cut down ‘fore his time, wasn't he? 

What I was goin' to say was this, Jeff. (SLOWLY) I 
don't think Pete would agree to this, I don't think 


he'd like it very much, wherever he is... Come on, Jerry. 


Wait a minute, Jim. What a'ya mean, Pete wuldn't like it? 
Jeff, I reckon I don't have to tell you how close your 
boy, Pete, and I were... 


t) 
I know Pete thought a heap of you, Jin, 
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We used to talk about this pine grove here quite a 
Lot, Pete and me, Jeff, 

I know, Jim, and I'm not forgettin’ what good friends 
you and my boy was but,,. 


Seems to me that Pete figured all along he was growing 


this pine forest for his son, Bobby. Pete used to tell 


me these pine trees growing up here oughta help Bobby 
have easier sailing than he did, as far as schooling 

and the like is concerned. I... well, I'm surprised 

you didn't know that, Jeff, about Pete's plans for 

Bobby and all, and how much he was counting on these 
pines, 

(VERY WEARY) I knew it, Jim. I knew it... I guess I 
just...well I kinda forgot, These are Bobby's trees, 
aren't they? I had no right to lay an axe to ‘em, 
(GENTLY) Jerry and I went through your north woods, Jeff, 
tryin’ to find you. There's some fine big timber in 
those woods, Jeff. | 

Sure, Mr, Ramey, Some of it's ready for cutting right 
now and it'd help out a lot more in the war than this 
Litthe-etuff,.,,.. 

(WEARY) I guess I kinda went off the handle, Jim, When 
I heard about Pete, though, I reckon I didn't realize 
what I was doin’, All I could think about was what they 
cld to my boy and somehow I came straight on here and ... 


well,- this is all dadgummed spite, Jim, that's what it is... 
I gotta admit it... | 
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Shucks, I understand, Jeff. 

My wife and me... we've still got little Bobby anyway, 
ain't we? And like you say, there is a chance Pete's 
all right, too.., 

Sure thene 1s, Mr, Ramey, a swell chance.... 

Maybe I ean make this up to Bobby sone way, cuttin! 

his trees down, I'll help him plant some more trees or 
something, That'1i1 make it all right, won't it, Jim? 
Sure it will, Jeff. Now, what do you say? Ready to come 
back to the house with us? Bess is there and it's about 
time you got some grub under that belt of yours, 

Sure, Jim, sure,..i'd be obliged to you, Jim, if you'd 
let me take your arm to lean on, kinda. 

ALL tight, Jett. nat'a tt! ...4. Jerry, you. bring 

the axe, will you? 

Okay, Jim. 

I...I reckon I'm just an old fool, Jim, forgettin' 
little Bobby that way and hackin' down those young pines 
Of Hiss. | 

Forget it, Jeff, What you need 18 some hot food like 

T garaty.”.. * 

I'm not hungry, Jim, No, I ain't hungry at all, The 


matter with me is I'm tired, Jim, (FADE) awful tired... 
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Uncle Sam's Forest Rangers comes to you each week 


during the National Farm and Home Hour as a network 
presentation with the cooperation of the Forest Service, 


United States Department of Agriculture, 


